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NYQ Books™ Announces the Publication of defi nitions uprising
by melissa christine goodrum

November 1, 2013 - New York, NY - NYQ Books™ is proud to announce the release of defi nitions uprising.  
For melissa christine goodrum, defi nitions are acts of subversive re-defi nings and un-defi nings, in lines 
which forcibly penetrate surfaces, sing and swiftly cross multiple layers of text/geography through 
a turbulent and politically aware dialogue. Her composition coils around spaces between language 
and thought, word and page, ink and print in spatial movements of three. The fi nal ascension lifts the 
reader to an innovative/jazz-like understanding and invites alternating systems of seeing—multiple 
sensory actions of rising—uprising—”from death” or “from bed” or “from sitting” or “of a woman after 
confi nement”—”against authority or for [a] common purpose”(OED uprising defs. 1, 2a, b, c & 7).

“defi nitions uprising, by melissa christine goodrum, is a rebellion, not against meaning, but rather for 
multiple meanings and singings of the embodied word. These singular poems of astonishing range, 
create a palpable energy on the page. They are by turns mythic and shocking.”     —Brenda Coultas

“Who or what is Warm lichen? I know she’s not in the kitchen, where the kitchen is the nape of your 
neck. I know that somehow and sometimes the poet goodrum addresses this being, and I fi nd myself 

drawn into conversation. That’s how it goes, racing cross the desert on a pinto, view ever-changing at a gallop. It’s not a thirst—it’s a 
national plague. The Poem breaks up, refashions itself, slings itself over the landscape. melissa goodrum, she is everywhere, inviting you 
to keep up, make tracks, get right with history. Joyce and John and Jimmy and the lion. And of course Alice. They are all here, and now 
you can add your name to the list—this Poem (gosh, is this book a single poem after all?) reaches out, encloses you, embraces you. A 
confi dent, smashing debut.”     —Bob Holman

“defi nitions uprising is the “eye-siren” synesthesia of dream as language, the body as words fl ickering along interstices of sight rhymes 
and “bonked unrealities,” images repetitively askew and unsettled, not only “noun-sense” or “impersonal construction” but the fully sen-
sual lyric reverie (or as often nightmare) of an “eye-Syren” who, thankfully, “[hasn’t] learned/ there/ is 
no dictionary” of the unconscious, and so draws us into her imagination of one.”     —Michael Whalen

melissa christine goodrum holds an MFA in Creative Writing, Poetry, from Brooklyn College. Her 
poetry has been widely published in the New York Quarterly, The Torch, The Tiny, Rhapsoidia, canwe-
haveourballback?, Transmission, a chapbook by Other Rooms Press and Bowery Women: Poems, an 
anthology. She has enjoyed her various leadership roles as editor of Occellus Reseau, co-editor of 
The Brooklyn Review, publisher of Cave Canem’s Fall 2010 NYC Workshop Collection, “Writing Down 
the Bones,” co-president of the Cambridge Poetry Awards, administrative director of Bowery Arts & 
Sciences and as a recipient of a Zora Neale Hurston Award from Naropa University. She is presently 
teaching writing in the New York City Public School system.

NYQ Books™ was established in 2009 as an imprint of The New York Quarterly Foundation, Inc. Its 
mission is to augment the New York Quarterly poetry magazine by providing an additional venue for 
poets who are already published in the magazine. photo by Eduardo M. Go


