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NYQ Books™ announces the release of Recircuits 
by Richard Kostelanetz

New York ,  NY -  Long concerned with poet ic  invent ion,  the indis-
putably  avant- garde writer  R ichard Kostelanetz  has  recent ly  been 
discover ing new language forms not  with  words  but  within  words. 
This  new col lec t ion of  h is  R e c i r c u i t s  i s  one of  several  ef for ts  in  this 
d i rec t ion.  From the great  l inguist  Roman Jakobson he takes  this 
c lass ic  appreciat ion:  “Poetr y  has  f rom the ear l iest  t imes engaged 
in  play  with suf f ixes ;  but  only  in  modern poetr y,  and par t icular ly  in 
Xlebnikov,  has  this  device  become conscious,  and as  i t  were legit i -
mate.”

The constra int  informing this  col lec t ion is  that  the addit ion or  sub -
trac t ion of  a  s ingle  letter  rec i rcuits  the semantic  stream.  For  this 
book he presents  compl imentar y  tex ts—the f i rst ,  copies  of  the 

handwritten pages  he prepared for  Francesco Conz ’s  Ezra  Pound Projec t  ( Verona,  I ta ly) 
depending upon the addit ion of  suf f ixes ;  the second,  many of  the same sequences  re -
versed to  discover  rec i rcuits  revealed through subtrac t ion.  These poems cannot  be t rans-
lated,  because they exploit  poss ibi l i t ies  unique to  Engl ish .

Though R ichard Kostelanetz ’s  poetr y  is  uniquely  di f ferent ,  h is  methods are  not  obscure 
or  unacceptable,  ack nowledged as  they are  in  several  se lec t ive  histor ies  and enc yclope -
dias  of  contemporar y  poetr y.

I ndiv idual  entr ies  on R ichard Kostelanetz ’s  work  in  sever-
a l  f ie lds  appear  in  var ious  edit ions  of  many enc yclopedic 
sources.  O ther wise,  he sur vives  in  New York ,  where he was 
born,  unemployed and thus  over worked.

The New York  Quar ter ly  Foundat ion,  I nc.  has  been publ ish-
ing poetr y  s ince 1969.  NYQ Books  was  establ ished in  2009 
as  an addit ional  venue to  be made avai lable  to  the poets 
publ ished within  i ts  pages  over  the past  40 years.


