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NYQ Books™ announces the release of The Plumber’s Apprentice 
by Joe Weil

New York ,  NY -  NYQ Books  is  proud to  announce the re lease of  Joe 
Wei l ’s  th i rd  book of  poems,  T h e  P l u m b e r ’s  A p p r e n t i ce.   T h e  P l u m b e r ’s 
A p p r e n t i ce  d i f fers  f rom his  previous  work  in  that  i t  char ts  the nature 
of  suf fer ing beyond the l imits  of  h is  work ing c lass  “E l izabeth” and 
focuses  more deeply  on t wo aspec ts  of  h is  l i fe :  h is  I r i sh  Cathol ic 
sense of  communion,  with  the l iv ing and the dead (a l l  who have 
gone for th marked with the s ign of  fa i th) ,  and the essent ia l  sol i tude 
of  being a  s ingle,  shor t ,  bald  man who has  no of fspr ing,  no legac y, 
no beloved,  and is  fa l l ing,  however  s lowly,  to  his  death.  Perhaps the 
quest ion Wei l  asks  most  f requently  is :  given the inevitable  co - ordi -
nates  of  ongoing fa i lure,  how does  a  poet  give  the middle  f inger  to 
grade z  forms of  Emersonian posit iv ism and have some fun in  this 
vale  of  tears?  I n  sum:  i f  love is  impossible,  and l i fe  severely  l imited, 
and lonel iness  is  devour ing the furniture,  where’s  the c losest  bar, 

and do they have a  good jukebox?  For  br ief  moments  Wei l  succeeds in  mak ing fa i lure, 
death and love his  dr ink ing buddies.  I n  the poet ’s  messed up ontology,  they make for  a 
l ively  and comical  crew.

Joe Wei l  was  born and ra ised in  E l izabeth,  New Jersey where he attended St .  Mar y  of  The 
Assumption grade school  and high school .  For  over  20 years,  Wei l  worked on the grave -
yard shi f t  at  var ious  fac tor ies,  mainly  at  Nat ional  Tool  and Manufac tur ing in  Keni lwor th, 
New Jersey.  Dur ing this  t ime,  he became involved in  host ing poetr y  readings  in  both 
New Jersey and New York ,  and founded the l i terar y  magazine  B l a c k  Swa n  R e v i e w .  Wei l  i s 
current ly  a  lec turer  in  the creat ive  wr i t ing depar tment  at  B inghamton Univers i t y.  He has 
t wo other  books  of  poetr y :  Pa i n t i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  Tr e e s  ( Texas  Review Press)  and W h a t 
R e m a i n s  (N ight  Shade Press) .

NYQ Books™ was establ ished in  2009 as  an imprint  of  The New York  Quar ter ly  Foundat ion, 
I nc.  I ts  miss ion is  to  augment  the New York  Quar ter ly  poetr y  magazine by providing an 
addit ional  venue for  poets  who are  a l ready publ ished within  i ts  pages. 


