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Kisser

No time for self-pity

on a baseball diamond 

with so many dusty 

ground balls short-hopping 

the infi eld. Sometimes

you have little more

to respond to than

a quick crack of the

bat. If for even

a second, you take 

your eye off the ball,

you’re fl attened, the

hot shot smacking

you in the kisser,

and then, there you are

lying on your back,

alone between second

and third, adrenaline

pumping, the other

dug out cheering.

You remember Tony Kubek,

downed by a pebble,

being carried from the 

fi eld in Pittsburgh,

the fi fth grade boys

crying into their gloves,

cussing Bill Mazeroski

when he kissed

the ball in the ninth.
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Farm Notes

Afternoon brings early ice.
Took the stock trailer to Gilpin’s
new auctioneer. Old man

Gilpin’s down with gout, done
with livestock. Cut out a few head
to get through the winter.

Stopped for gas at Bo’s. Shelby 
walked in with Maria on his arm.
She set our boy on the counter

while she fi shed through her bag
for cigarette money. The boy has
mom’s eyes. I can see them

clear as the photograph
on Pop’s nightstand. She asked me
if I was a big-time country star, yet.

I asked her if she thought the boy
knew me. She handed Bo a fi ve
and said probably not

I was just another
stranger to him. No words
for that. She took her change

and left. The boy watched me
all the way to the car. Shelby
nodded, followed them out,

collar turned against the sleet.
We leave for Terlingua next week.
Maybe meet the guy from

Mesa Records. Snow and ice 
comes early. Won’t last with the dirt
still holding October sun.
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Seventh Grade Communication Arts

For 25 cents the boy throws 

himself across the hallway 

and slams his head against the lockers. 

He uses the money to buy candy 

at the PX across from school. 

He shows up in my fi fth hour with a bag 

of red licorice, wax lips and a welt 

on his forehead. He has

a twitch in his eye.

I tap his action verb worksheet. 

He slides the sack in his backpack. Later, 

I notice the red licorice in his lap.

He’s nibbling like a rabbit.

I remind him to put up the candy.

The next time I look 

he’s wearing the wax lips. 

I reach out my and he drops the lips

in my palm. I toss them in the trash.

Hey, he complains. How can I smile 

if you trash my lips? 
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Cat in the House

            The night after they buried her mother

          she crawled into bed and pulled the quilts

        up to her neck, the light left on to read.

      The cold slipped in behind her, between the wall

    and her back. She had her book 

  broken at the spine, fl attened

like sleep, the page

unturned. Death

  milled around the house.

    She could hear it jumping

      from the counter to the fl oor, scratching

        at the base of the door, overturning

          bowls, jiggling spoons

             left in cups.
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