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NYQ Books™ Announces the Publication of

The Backwards Year by Joe Weil

August 10, 2020 - Beacon, NY - NYQ Books™ is proud to announce the publication
of The Backwards Year by Joe Weil. The Backwards Year collects poems written between
June 2018 back to June 2017, more or less, in reverse order and juxtaposes the poet’s
childhood with love poems for his own neural atypical children, Clare and Gabriel. The
THE BACKWARDS book returns to childhood in some of its rhyming poems, but also by exploring the dark

YEAR spaces where childhood is a kind of fevered dream that keeps informing and shaping
the present. This is the most reflective and meditative book Weil has written yet.

Joe Weil “In the poems of The Backwards Year we are never in one world only. There is this world
with its ‘large plates of baked lima beans’ and aunts smoking Pall Mall reds. Then there
is the world built of the eternal, which is not always the afterlife, but the world made of those indelible moments
where the poetis ‘still swinging / that book bag with all my might.” The Backwards Year contains poems of unabashed
faith, of love for the poet’s children, political poems that carry a sting Alexander Pope might envy. In other words,
this is the record of a life fully lived and fully recognized. Joe Weil is a large talent, and I will follow his poems
anywhere.”

—Al Maginnes

“Every time I think Joe Weil cannot possibly get any better as a poet, he amazes me. This is a truly incredible book
that celebrates the world in all its grief and terror. It’s full of remembrance of past time and detailed celebrations
of birds and incantations to his children. It is full of surprises, introducing poems that use form elegantly and that
carry us along on their sprung rhythms, interspersed with poems written in lyrical free verse. This book proves
what a master poet Joe Weil is and how important it is that he connects us to all that is beautiful in our lives and
in ourselves.”

—Maria Mazziotti Gillan

Joe Weil is an Associate Professor at Binghamton University and a former tool grinder and union activist whose
poems, stories, essays, quotations, interviews, and reviews have appeared in Onthebus, Poet Lore, Rattle The Boston
Review, Chicago Quarterly, Louisiana Review, Paterson Literary Review, Omniverse, Best American [T 71l i

Poems Online, The New York Times, Verse Daily, and on the websites for the Geraldine R. Dodge ,
Foundation. He is also widely anthologized, and his poems have been translated into
Italian, Hungarian, Spanish, and Korean. Weil has been featured on Pacifica Radio as well §
as on PBS and considers himself a performance artist who often combines poetry with story
telling and music. He makes his home in Binghamton with his wife, the poet, Emily Vogel, '
and their two children, Clare and Gabriel. photo by Marco Mufioz Jaramillo
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